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CITY OF CENTERTON
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

                                                    JULY 11, 2023
6:00 PM

(1) Pledge – The Pledge Allegiance was recited.

(2) Prayer – Keith Higginbotham offered the prayer. 
(3) Roll Call - Those Present and answering Roll Call were Mayor Bill Edwards, Misty Elam, Darren Warren (Remote), Josie Reed, Keith Higginbotham, Justin Cowgur and Amy Rochette. Those present and not answering Roll Call were City Clerk Todd Wright, City Attorney Brian Rabal, HR Direct Jocelyn Diaz, Financial Director Shannon Zappettini, City Engineer Alan Craighead, Planning Director Lorene Burns, Chief Building Inspector Robert Coffelt, Fire Chief Matt Thompson, Police Chief Cody Harper, Public Works Director Anthony Martinez and Parks Superintendent Josh Price. 
(4) Council Minutes – 
Misty Elam made a motion to Approve the Minutes of the June 13, 2023 City Council Meeting, with a 2nd from Josie Reed. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

CWSD and Planning Commission Minutes – 
Keith Higginbotham made a motion to Acknowledge Receipt of the Minutes of the May 16, 2023 CWSD Meeting, and the June 6, 2023 Planning Commission Meeting, with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

(5) City and Court Financials - 
Assistant Financial Director Shannon Zappettini addressed the Council, detailing the Financial Reports for June 2023, as provided in the Council packets. Revenue was at 56 % and Expenses were at 44 %.
She also gave a report on ambulance service payments.

The June 2023 Court Report was contained in the Council packets.
Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.
Josie Reed made a motion to accept the June, 2023 City & Court Financials, with a 2nd from Keith Higginbotham. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 
(6) Department Reports -
The Department Reports were in the Council Packets.

· Police Chief Cody Harper gave a detailed update on the Animal Shelter.

· City Planner Kayla Knight gave an update on the SmartGov Planning Software, serviced by Brightly Software, Inc, detailing more setbacks. City Attorney Brian Rabal said he would review the contract and determine a course of action, should there be a breach of contract at this point.  

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any other questions. There were none.
(7) Public Comments –
Holly Brookhouser – 2951 Laurel Circle – Mrs. Brookhouser expressed her continued disappointment with animal safety and staffing at the Centerton Animal Shelter.
(8) Ordinances –
Darren Warren made a motion to Read Ordinances 2023-36, 2023-37, 2023-38, 2023-39, 2023-40 and 2023-41; and Resolutions 2023-27, 2023-28, 2023-29, 2023-30, 2023-31, 2023-32 and 2023-33 by Title only, with a 2nd from Keith Higginbotham. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.
Keith Higginbotham made a motion to Suspend the Rule Requiring the Reading on three (3) Separate Occasions for Ordinances 2023-36, 2023-37, 2023-38, 2023-39, 2023-40 and 2023-41, with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 

· Ordinance 2023-36 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CENTERTON MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 3.04 TITLED PURCHASES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to set the spending limit of the Mayor, without Council approval at $35,000.00. The previous spending limit was $20,000.00.
Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Josie Reed made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, with a 2nd from Keith Higginbotham. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor, except for Darren Warren, who voted NO, and the motion carried. 

· Ordinance 2023-37 - AN ORDINANCE CORRECTING THE STREET SPELLING OF TENNESSEE AVENUE TO TENNESSEE AVENUE ON THE FINAL PLAT OF THE FEATHERSTON VILLAGE PHASE 2 SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF CENTERTON, ARKANSAS; FILED FOR RECORD WITH THE BENTON COUNTY RECORDER OF DEEDS AND RECORDS ON MARCH 13, 2023, INSTRUMENT NO. L202311776; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to correct a scrivener error for the spelling of Tennessee Avenue on the Final Plat of the Featherston Village Phase 2 Subdivision.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Justin Cowgur made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, with a 2nd from Darren Warren. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor, and the motion carried. Brian Rabal read the Emergency Clause. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Emergency Clause, with a 2nd from Justin Cowgur. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor, and the motion carried.
· Ordinance 2023-38 - AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF SEWER LINE EASEMENT BY SCHUBER MITCHELL HOMES LLC, CITY OF CENTERTON, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to accept Dedication of Sewer Line Easement by Schuber Mitchell Homes LLC, in the Fox Haven Subdivision on Bliss Street. A map was provided for Council.
Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Misty Elam made a motion to adopt the Ordinance with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 

· Ordinance 2023-39 - AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING  DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF WAY AND UTILITY EASEMENTS BY SKYLIGHT HOMES, LLC, PER PLAT TITLED “TRACT SPLIT & PROPERTY LINE ADJUSTMENT” FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN PART E ½ OF THE SW ¼ OF THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 2, T-19-N, R-31-W, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to accept Dedication of Utility Easements by Skylight Homes, LLC, on Greenhouse Road. A map was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Ordinance with a 2nd from Misty Elam. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 

· Ordinance 2023-40 - AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING DEDICATION OF  RIGHT OF WAY PER LOT COMBINATION PLAT FOR STEELE DEVELOPMENT INC, CITY OF CENTERTON, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to accept Dedication of Right of Way by Steele Homes Inc, at Seba Road and N. Main Street. A map was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Ordinance with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 

· Ordinance 2023-41 - AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING DEDICATION OF RIGHT OF WAY PER RIGHT OF WAY DEDICATION AND EASEMENT PLAT FOR JP SPECIALTY LLC FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN A PART OF THE NW ¼ OF THE SW ¼ OF SECTION 27 AND ALSO A PART OF THE NE ¼ OF THE SE ¼ OF SECTION 28, ALL BEING LOCATED IN TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE 31 WEST, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS.
Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Ordinance is to accept Dedication of Right of Way by JP Specialty LLC, on Hwy 72 West. A map was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Ordinance by title only. Misty Elam made a motion to adopt the Ordinance with a 2nd from Justin Cowgur. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried. 

(9) Resolutions –
· Resolution 2023-27 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK, AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CITY OF CENTERTON, ARKANSAS, TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH MORRISON SHIPLEY ENGINEERS, BENTONVILLE, ARKANSAS FOR CIVIL DESIGN AND SURVEYING SERVICES  TO PREPARE CONSTRUCTION PLANS FOR THE MCKISSIC TRAIL PROJECT AMENDMENT # 4 IN THE CITY OF CENTERTON, ARKANSAS. 

City Engineer Alan Craighead addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to enter into an amended agreement, thru a Change Order, with Morrison Shipley Engineering, for Civil Design and Surveying services for the McKissic Creek Project. He detailed the Change Order. A copy of the amended proposal was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Amy Rochette made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Josie Reed. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-28 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY AN AGREEMENT WITH TK ELEVATOR, ALEXANDER, ARKANSAS FOR AN ELEVATOR REPAIR AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY OF CENTERTON, ARKANSAS. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to enter into an agreement with TK Elevator for elevator service for the elevator at City Hall. He said the agreement is for a $250.00/month Service Fee and detailed the services. A copy of the agreement was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Misty Elam. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-29 - A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF CITY OF CENTERTON TO APPLY FOR SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM-ATTRIBUTABLE (STBP-A) GRANT FUNDING FOR GREENHOUSE ROAD AND AGREES TO THE 20% LOCAL MATCH REQUIRED BY THE FUNDER IF AWARDED. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to apply for an 80/20 matching Grant, jointly with the City of Bentonville, for improvements to Greenhouse Road. He said this portion of the grant is for ROW acquisition and Utility Relocation. He stated that our portion would be approximately $445,467.00. A copy of the memorandum was provided for Council.
Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Josie Reed. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-30 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY AN AGREEMENT WITH SPECTRUM VOIP, PLANO, TEXAS TO LEASE A PHONE SYSTEM FOR THE CITY OF CENTERTON, ARKANSAS. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to enter into an agreement with Spectrum VOIP for a Phone System for Fire Station #2. A copy of the proposal was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Misty Elam made a motion to adopt the Resolution, Contingent upon Review by the City Attorney, with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-31 - A RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS THE VACATION OF UTILITY & DRAINAGE EASEMENTS LOCATED ON LOT 32 OF LEXINGTON SUBDIVISION, AKA 1560 GLASTONBURY DRIVE, CITY OF CENTERTON, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to set a Public Hearing for 9/12/2023 to discuss accepting Vacation of Utility & Drainage Easements at 1560 Glastonbury Drive. A diagram was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Keith Higginbotham made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Josie Reed. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-32 - A RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS THE VACATING OF UTILITY & DRAINAGE EASEMENT LOCATED ON LOT 69 OF TUSCANY SUBDIVISION PHASE 1, AKA 101 FLORENCE DRIVE, CITY OF CENTERTON, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to set a Public Hearing for 9/12/2023 to discuss accepting Vacation of Utility & Drainage Easements at 101 Florence Drive. A diagram was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Amy Rochette made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Justin Cowgur. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

· Resolution 2023-33 - A RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS THE VACATION OF A DRAINAGE & UTILITY EASEMENT LOCATED ON LOT 7 OF OAK TREE SUBDIVISION, AKA 460 TRAILWOOD CIRCLE, CITY OF CENTERTON, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS. 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, stating that this Resolution is to allow the city to set a Public Hearing for 9/12/2023 to discuss accepting Vacation of a Utility & Drainage Easement at 460 Trailwood Drive. A diagram was provided for Council.

Mayor Edwards asked the Council if there were any questions. There were none.

City Attorney Brian Rabal read the Resolution by title only. Amy Rochette made a motion to adopt the Resolution, with a 2nd from Misty Elam. There was a roll call. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

(10) Request to Add Compliance Superintendent to the Public Works Department - 

Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, requesting their approval to reinstate the Compliance Superintendent position to the Public Works Department. He said they are proposing moving one of the MS-4 inspectors to this position, so we will not be adding a position. He stated that the position would be a Salary position, paying $59,280.00/year.
Public Works Director Anthony Martinez addressed the Council regarding the position, and answered their questions. He proposed moving Jonathan Easterling into the position.
Mayor Edwards asked if there were any other questions from Council. There were none.
Josie Reed made a motion to approve reinstating the Compliance Superintendent position at $59,280.00/year, with a 2nd from Keith Higginbotham. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

(11) Request to Combine Two (2) Seasonal Parks Maintenance Positions to One (1) Full-Time Position - 

Mayor Edwards addressed the Council, requesting their approval to combine the two (2) Seasonal Maintenance positions in the Parks Department into one (1) Full-Time Position, paying $18.30/hour.

Public Works Director Anthony Martinez addressed the Council regarding the position, and answered their questions. He said he plans to eliminate the annual request for two (2) Seasonal positions.
Mayor Edwards asked if there were any other questions from Council. There were none.
Keith Higginbotham made a motion to combining the two (2) Seasonal Maintenance positions into one (1) Full-Time position at $18.30/hour, with a 2nd from Josie Reed. All Council Members voted in favor and the motion carried.

(12) Acknowledge Receipt of the Water and Sewer Audit - 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, requesting that they acknowledge receipt of the 2022 Centerton Water & Sewer Audit. A copy of the Audit was provided for Council.
Council acknowledged receipt of the CWSD 2022 Audit.
(13) Discuss Possible Funding for Centerton Community Center Project - 

Mayor Bill Edwards addressed the Council, detailing a request to look into funding for a Centerton Community Center Project through an extension of our current Sales Tax Bond. He said there would be no increase in taxes for the citizens. He said this would need to go before the voters and it could be placed on the ballot in 2024. He said we can still look into the best use for the old City Hall
Council was in support of the Mayor continuing to look into a concept and funding for a Community Center. 
(14) Other Business – 
· Animal Shelter – Police Chief Cody Harper asked the Council to consider whether the Centerton Animal Shelter is to be operated as a Municipal Shelter or an Animal Rescue, in light of recent events. He said this determination would help give him direction for how to budget and run the Shelter. Council agreed that we are a Municipal Shelter. There was discussion.
(15) Announcements -
· 7/15/2023 – Coffee w/ Mayor @ 9:00 AM
· 7/18/2023 – Planning Commission Meeting @ 6:00 PM
· 8/01/2023 - Planning Commission Meeting  @ 6:00 PM
· 8/08/2023 – City Council Meeting @ 6:00 PM
(16) Adjourn -
Keith Higginbotham made a motion to Adjourn at 8:41 PM with a 2nd from Amy Rochette. All Council members voted in favor and the motion carried.

_____________________________

Bill Edwards, Mayor

_____________________________

Todd Wright, City Clerk
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